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Natalia Skomorokhova is a third year student in the Doctor of Musical Arts program at
Western University. After graduating with distinction from Rostov State Conservatory in
Russia, she began her studies with Professor Stephan Sylvestre at Western University,
where she received Master of Music degree in Literature and Performance in 2014. She
won a second prize on Skavronsky International Piano Competition, Russia in 2010 and
first prize on Maritsa Brookes Concerto Competition in 2014. She enjoys performing
chamber and solo repertoire, and apart from her studies she also maintains a private piano
studio and works as a vocal coach. Natalia’s research interests include Russian piano
school, in particular, piano works by Russian composer Alexey Khevelev.

Canadian Bass-Baritone Chad Louwerse was singled out in Chabrier’s l ’Étoile by
Claude Gingras of La Presse who wrote, “for pure comedy, first distinction goes to Chad
Louwerse.” He made his European debut as Bernadino in Berlioz’ Benvenuto Cellini with
l’Opéra National du Rhin in Strasbourg, France. In Canada he has been engaged by
Pacific Opera Victoria, Vancouver Opera, Edmonton Opera, and l’Opéra de Montréal,
among others. An active oratorio singer and recitalist, Mr. Louwerse’s concert repertoire
includes Handel’s Messiah, the Bach Mass in B-minor, the Brahms and Mozart Requiem
and Mendelssohn’s Elijah. He is a winner of both the CBC Westcoast Performance
Pacific Spotlight competition and the Début competition and has given recitals broadcast
on CBC Radio Two. Alongside his performance career he is pursuing a Doctor of
Musical Arts degree at Western University where he studies with acclaimed Canadian
Baritone Ted Baerg.

Ori Solomon began playing the violin at the age of 5 in his home country of Israel. At
the age of 6 he made his debut in Mann auditorium (the largest concert hall in Israel) with
the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra for the centennial anniversary of Jascha Heifetz. When
Mr. Solomon moved to Canada at the age of 9, he enrolled in the prestigious Young
Artist Performance Academy at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto. There he
studied with Erica Davidson and Dr. Joe Pach. He later would go on to study with David
Zafer, Xiao Grabke, and former TSO concertmaster Jacques Israelievitch. He has
performed at masterclasses for James Ehnes, Marie Berard, Scott St. John, Peter
Zazofsky, and Victor Yampolsky. He is currently studying with Mel Martin. Mr.
Solomon has played at numerous orchestras including two seasons with the Toronto
Symphony Youth Orchestra, with which he toured in British Columbia, and has served as
section leader, concertmaster, and soloist with the Earl Haig Symphony Orchestra as part
of the Claude Watson music program. Currently, he is in his 5th season with the
University of Western Ontario Symphony Orchestra, with which he served as
concertmaster in his first year. Mr. Solomon is in his final year of an undergraduate
degree in Medical Sciences with a minor in music performance at the University of
Western Ontario.

Katie McBean began studying the viola at age 14 in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Since,
she has performed across the country excelling in both music festivals and competitions,
including the NAC Young Artists program, Scotiafest, Northern Lights Bluegrass
Festival, London Kiwanis Rosebowl, LMSF, Saskatchewan Provincial Music Festival,
and the National CMFC Festival. In addition to her solo career, Katie is passionate
about chamber and orchestral performance. She attended the National Youth Orchestra
for three consecutive summers (2007-2009), and has been employed as a violist for the
Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra (2006-2012), Orchestra London, and now London
Symphonia. She also performs with the Rebel Heart Collective, the Western Viola
Ensemble lead by Sharon Wei, and subs with the Magisterra Soloists, all of which
are chamber ensembles based in London, Ontario.
Katie has graduated from concurrent Western University degrees in French Literature
and Music Education. While attending Western, she studied with acclaimed
violist. Sharon Wei. During her professional career in Saskatoon, Katie coached
the Youth Orchestra viola section, while helping develop an audition rehearsal program
for students hoping to study music in University. In London, Katie works as the viola
ensemble and senior orchestra coach at Forest City Talent Education, the music
coordinator at Preschool of the Arts, and is a guest coach for high school orchestras
across the city. Currently, she is attending teachers college in Buffalo to further her
passion in education.

Daniel Dennis is currently an undergraduate student at the University of Western Ontario
studying with Tom Wiebe. In 2017 Daniel was a finalist in the Maritsa Brookes Concerto
Competition and will be playing the Shostakovich cello concerto with UWO Symphony
Orchestra in March 2018. Daniel has a deep rooted passion for chamber music. Some of
his fondest memories are playing as a member of the Cyprys Trio throughout his youth.
The group played venues such as Merkin Hall in New York City, The Curtis Institute of
Music and the New Market Theatre. Recently Daniel has participated in chamber music
programs at Domaine Forget, Orford Music Academy, Tafelmusik Baroque Summer
Institute, and Western University. Daniel’s future plans include graduate studies in cello
performance.

